Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 DAKAR 00351 170847Z 
ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 EUR- 12 CAB-02 CIAE-00 COME-00 DODE-00 
DOTE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 CIEP-01 FAA-00 SS-15 NSC-05 
L-03 10-13 ISO-00 /074W 

170940Z 063151 /21 

R 170800Z1AN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7895 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
AMCONSUL MONTREAL 
AMEMBASSY BISSAU 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE DAKAR 035 1 

BRUSSELS AND MONROVIA FOR FAA 

MONTREAL FOR US REP ICAO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, SG, ICAO 
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1. SUMMARY: PRIME MINISTER SENT LETTER JANUARY 13 TO 
AMBASSADOR INFORMING THAT THREE-PERSON SENEGALESE DELE- 
GATION WOULD LIKE TO CALL ON US OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON 
JANUARY 27-29 TO DICUSS DAKAR FIR QUESTION. END SUMMARY. 

2. SENEGALESE PRIME MINISTER ABDOU DIOUF HAS SENT LETTER 
DATED JANUARY 13 TO AMBASSADOR INEORMING US THAT 
SENF.CtALF.se official S plan to visit WASHINGTON TO DISCUS 
DAKAR FIR. THE MISSION, COMPOSED OF SENEGALESE AMBASSADOR 
TO U.S. ANDRE COULBARY, PERMREP TO ICAO TIDIANE HANE, 
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AND DIRECTOR OE LEGAL AND CONSULAR AEFAIRS AT EOREIGN 
MINISTRY DOUDOU DIOP, WILL BE IN WASHINGTON JAN. 27-29. 

LETTER STATED THAT "IT WOULD BE DESIREABLE IE THEY COULD 
MEET IN THE AMERICAN CAPITAL THE OFEICIALS AND TECHNICIANS 
OF THE CIVIL AVIATION SERVICE OF YOUR COUNTRY." 
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3. LETTER CONTINUES, QUOTE: ON THE OCCASION OF THIS MEETING, 

THE AMERICANS AND SENEGALESE WILL EXAMINE TOGETHER, 

WITHIN THE CONTEXT OE THE FRIENDLY RELATIONS WHICH 
EXIST IN SEVERAL AREAS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIRES, THIS 
IMPORTANT PROBLEM TO WHOSE SOLUTION WE ARE CONVINCED 
THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT WILL MAKE A DECISIVE CONTRIBUTION. 

END QUOTE. 

4. COMMENT: ONLY LOCAL MEMBER OF DELEGATION, DOUDOU DIOP, 

IS CURRENTLY OUT OF COUNTRY, BUT SENEGALESE MAY BE EXPECTED 
TO REQUEST US TO OPPOSE CAPE VERDIAN REQUEST TO ESTABLISH 
SAL FIR. ICAO PERMREP HANE ATTENDED RECENT INTERNATIONAL CIVIL 
AVIATION ORGANIZATION MEETING IN LIMA, AFTER WHICH GOVERNMENT- 
OWNED PRESS IN DAKAR CARRIED STORY 
ENTITLED: "SENEGAL AGAINST BREAKING-UP OF AIR SPACE." 

ARTICLE RECOUTNED SENEGALESE OPPOSITION TO CAPE VERDE PROPOSAL, 
WUOTING EXPLANATIONS BY HANE THAT CREATION OF SAL FIR WOULD 
BE CONTRARY TO ICAO POLICY, WOULD CONSTITUTE OPERATIONAL 
INCONVENIENCE, AND COULD NOT BE JUSTIFIED AS IN- 
VOLVING CAPE VERDIAN SOVEREIGNTY SINCE WHAT WAS AT STAKE 
WAS AIR SPACE OVER HIGH SEAS. 

5. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING SUGGESTED RESPONSE 
TO GOS, INCLUDING NAMES AND TITLES OF OFFICIALS WHO WILL BE 
ABLE TO RECEIVE SENEGALESE. 

AGGREY 
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